
 

 

Bobcat Express          May 19, 2020 
 

St. Stephen Middle School   

 

Hello SSMS Families, 

With the Victoria Day long weekend just ending, we want to take this opportunity to thank our students and 

their families for their efforts to support at-home learning. We know this has been an adjustment and challenge 

for all – thank you for your ongoing patience and feedback. 

The teaching team has been continuing to reach out to students and families with options and guidance. We 

want our students to know we are here for them and look forward to welcoming them back to school when the 

time comes. 

In addition to the learning options in the Bobcat Express, you are invited to check out two online resource for 

families and students including the ASD-S Home Learning site for families:  http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-

S/Pages/At_Home_Resources.aspx and the New Brunswick Education and Early Childhood Development site: 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/learning_at_home.html Both sites contain a 

variety of online and offline options for students and families.   

Of course, during this time family health and wellness remain the priority. With the temperatures warming, 

getting outdoors and enjoying some fresh air and activities is a welcome opportunity. This week’s Express has a 

variety of learning options focused on habitats and exploring our own backyards.  

Please reach out with any questions or suggestions. We hope that everyone is feeling well and healthy.   

Take care and thank you, 

Bronwyn Tanner on behalf of the SSMS Team (bronwyn.tanner@nbed.nb.ca)  
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Math 

Math Teachers will be on the Teams site, during their weekly office hours, providing students with an opportunity to 

connect, ask a question etc. On the Teams site, teachers will be supporting the suggested learning options for the 

week, which may also include supplementary and other choice activities for their particular classes. 

  Online activities: The IXL online math program is the key online learning format for SSMS families. Teachers will 

be regularly suggesting particular skills, tailored to the level and needs of each student. We recommend that 

students spend about 20 minutes per session. Please link to https://ca.ixl.com/#curriculum.  

 The Khan Academy website is popular for short tutorials in the form of videos. Formed in 2008, 

Kahn Academy is a non-profit organization with the goal of creating free online tools to help educate students. 

There has been very positive feedback about this site. Please link to https://www.khanacademy.org/ and place the 

skill/topic into the search bar. Each video is fairly short, clear and geared to particular ages.  

 Offline activities: Please link to https://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/resources/cemc-at-home.php for 

engaging grade level questions of the day. All that is needed is a pencil and paper!   

https://cemc2.math.uwaterloo.ca/mathfrog/ has a large variety of math games and activities for grades 4-6 and 

 https://cemc2.math.uwaterloo.ca/wired_math/index.html is geared for grades 7 and up. Have fun with 

numbers!  

 

 
 

Math 

Choice 

Board – 

 

Ideas for 

each day 

of the 

week! 

 

Get some 

paper 

and a 

pencil 

and try 

these 

puzzlers! 

 

https://ca.ixl.com/#curriculum
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https://www.khanacademy.org/
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English Language Arts 

Online activities: The website is a key online site for SSMS families. https://www.raz-kids.com/ , 

a popular reading program, can be found at the site with selections for every reading level. Please reach out to 

your child’s teacher if you have any questions about this free online resource. Your child can connect with their 

Language Arts Teacher and classmates through Teams site, during office hours. Through the Teams site teachers will 

be supporting the home learning options and may have specific suggestions for their classes.  

Offline activities:  

                                                            Theme: Gratitude & Kindness 

                  SL: Speaking &Listening, RV: Reading & Viewing, WR: Writing & Representing  
 

 
Our community is focusing on 

kindness. Here are some suggestions 

by the Town of St. Stephen. (RV) 

(WR) 

Write down something, someone, 

or a place that you are grateful 

for on a thin strip of paper. Fold 

that paper into a ring and tape 

the ends together to start a 

paper chain. When someone in 

your home thinks of something 

they are grateful for, have them 

add a link to the chain. At the 

end of week, take a picture of 

how long your gratitude chain 

has become. Read them over 

with each other! (WR) (RV)  

 

What would our town be like 

without good institutions? What if 

school was only for the rich? 

What if we didn’t have good 

nurses and doctors, no caring 

places of worship? No police, 

military or customs officers, no 

courts, or businesses?  Even the 

family is an institution.  Have this 

discussion with a good 

talker/thinker in your life. (SL) 

 

Keep a “gratitude” Journal for a 

week. Write down things you are 

thankful for and explain why. It 

may help to imagine what life 

would be like if you did NOT have 

these things...(WR) 

 
Read the list of social institutions 

on this website. 

https://examples.yourdictionary.

com/social-institutions-

examples.html     (RV) 

 

Write a thank you letter (or text, fb 

message, phone call) to someone 

important to you.  Can you identify 

what “social institution” this person 

represents? (WR) 

Ask family members or friends to 

describe something that has 

been negative or challenging for 

them about being in the midst of 

a pandemic, then try to frame it 

in a positive. For example, “We 

can’t go anywhere” vs. “We are 

saving $ on gas (and in some 

cases insurance) and helping the 

environment by not driving our 

cars”.  

(SL) 

 

Watch the attached TedTalks 

video. Create a “Gratitude” 

Board online or in person with 

personal photos and pictures 

from magazines OR think of ways 

you can do little things to show 

kindness to others.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=QDGLoIxFZLk 

(SL) (RV) 

 

The attached video highlights 

people OBSERVING others being 

kind in small ways that can make 

a big difference. Reflect on a 

time when someone's kindness 

impacted you, or when you 

observed an act of kindness.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=L5ya8J-jyK4 (RV) (WR) Critical 

Thinking Extension-What values 

does this company encourage in 

their ad? What is the benefit? 

** If you would like to write a thank you letter to someone, please see the thank you letter template (at the end of 

the newsletter) that you can use to help you get started or to guide your writing. ** 

 

https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/social-institutions-examples.html
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/social-institutions-examples.html
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDGLoIxFZLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDGLoIxFZLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5ya8J-jyK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5ya8J-jyK4


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Science 

Offline activities:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Habitats are places in nature that 

provide food, protection from 

predators and unfavourable 

weather, and a home in which to 

raise young. This week’s exploration is 

all about habitats and is linked to 

Sustainable Development Goal #15: 

Life on Land. Please link to the May19 

STEAM newsletter editions (in both 

English and French) at 

http://stemnorth.nbed.nb.ca/home-

learning-resources/page/asd-n-

weekly-steam-asd-n-stiam-

hebdomadaire. Each week the 

newsletter contains activities and 

resources for grades K-8.  This week’s 

challenge encourages students to 

compare and contrast two areas of 

their local habitat and learn more 

about the diversity in our backyards. 

We would love to share photos of 

these investigations and please be 

sure to forward them to your child’s 

Science Teacher.  

  

 

   

  

Online activities: When able, students are encouraged to go on to their Teams site. In the Teams site, the 

Science Teachers will continue to support home learning options, including the activities in the STEM newsletter 

and may have additional suggestions as well.  

 

 BrainPop is a group of educational websites with over 1,000 short animated movies for students in 

grades K-12, together with quizzes and related materials, covering a variety of subjects including science, 

social studies, English, math, engineering, technology, health, arts and music. Please link to 

https://www.brainpop.com/ for the English site and https://fr.brainpop.com/ for the French site. The SSMS 

username is SSMSScience and the password is Bobcats20. A great site to explore!  

 

Please link to https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vFqDt61wenn2vN5b72Z9Wxnxga825ZNo/view for 

another engaging cross-curricular activity sheet, created by Mme. Russell, that is all 

about frogs and leaning more about what is in our own backyards. Have fun exploring!  

http://stemnorth.nbed.nb.ca/home-learning-resources/page/asd-n-weekly-steam-asd-n-stiam-hebdomadaire
http://stemnorth.nbed.nb.ca/home-learning-resources/page/asd-n-weekly-steam-asd-n-stiam-hebdomadaire
http://stemnorth.nbed.nb.ca/home-learning-resources/page/asd-n-weekly-steam-asd-n-stiam-hebdomadaire
http://stemnorth.nbed.nb.ca/home-learning-resources/page/asd-n-weekly-steam-asd-n-stiam-hebdomadaire
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://fr.brainpop.com/
https://fr.brainpop.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vFqDt61wenn2vN5b72Z9Wxnxga825ZNo/view


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Music           Here is Ms. Ward’s music lesson for this week:  

Rap With Dr. Seuss 

Wes Tank is taking Dr. Seuss to another level.  He has selected a number of Dr. Seuss stories and is reading them 

over some pretty famous rap beats.  You can check them out on YouTube.  This link should get you started:  

https://youtu.be/hqIbEHNqbPs 

   Give it a try! You can rap any rhyming verse, poem or story over a rap track.   

You have to pay close attention to the tempo* of the beat* and the rhythm* of the words. 

   Impressed with your results? Record it and share it with Ms. Ward.   

Email: beth.ward@nbed.nb.ca 

  *tempo: speed of the beat 

*beat: steady pulse in music 

*rhythms: long and short sounds and silences 

 

       

 Technology 

 

 

Mr. Good recommends for Bobcats to work through the Ignition module.  The Ignition module 

overview:  Ignition's Digital Wellness and Safety is a digital literacy curriculum designed to provide students with 

the information they need to safely and confidently navigate the digital world. Through six digital responsibility 

lessons, students take practical steps to protect their own privacy and safety online. Students need to have to 

register and use a class code to access the module. 

 Link to register: https://platform.everfi.net/registration/login 

 Course code -  4bf0aec3 

  If you have any questions relating to the registration process or about the program, please email Mr. Good at          

Kris.Good@nbed.nb.ca.  

 

https://youtu.be/hqIbEHNqbPs
mailto:beth.ward@nbed.nb.ca
https://platform.everfi.net/registration/login
mailto:Kris.Good@nbed.nb.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Studies                                      Victoria Day in Canada 

 
Why do we celebrate Victoria Day?  

 Go to the following link on CBC Kids. This is what we usually think of when we know that the 3 day Victoria 

Day Weekend is coming up. https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/the-feed/why-do-we-celebrate-victoria-day  

 We celebrate Victoria Day on Monday (Mondays were deemed the best day to have a holiday), May 24, or 

on the Monday just before the 24th if May 24 doesn’t fall on a Monday. This year, 2020, we celebrate(d) it on May 

18.  

 Because of the Queen’s great reign, after her death, we now celebrate what we call Victoria Day in almost 

all of Canada. Can you find out where it is not currently called Victoria Day in Canada? What is the holiday 

called?  

 Queen Victoria is the second longest reigning Queen to date. Only falling to our current Queen, Queen 

Elizabeth II. Queen Victoria became Queen at the young age of 18. From 1837 to 1901, she was the Queen of 

Great Britain and Ireland, until her own death.  

 Despite never setting foot in Canada, Queen Victoria had a big impact on Canada and what we know 

Canada to be today. Buildings and streets are even named after her in Canada. She was very influential with the 

confederation of Canada and helped the Fathers of Confederation who had different views about the future of 

Canada come together as one. As a person, she was influential because she was female, in a leading position. 

Many people looked up to her. Sort of the start of a feminist transformation, despite never believing women should 

have the right to vote, Queen Victoria was held to a high regard and was well respected.  Within Great Britain 

while she reigned, she saw big growth with the expansion of industry, railways were built, bridges, underground 

sewers, advances in Science and much more.            Link to a Fun Fact Card!  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/the-feed/why-do-we-celebrate-victoria-day
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb,dpr_1.0,q_80/MTY2NTQ0NTYwMzY3ODcxMTk5/queenvictoria_facts_desktop.jpg


 

 

 Physical Education  

Ms. Peters and Mr. Furlotte have put together a PE calendar for the month of May. Great ideas to keep 

Bobcats active! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Challenge 

 

This week Mr. McGinn is asking students to do a self-portrait with half of their face drawn as their favourite 

animal. Any medium is fine. If they prefer, students can us a photograph of themselves attached to the animal 

face. Be sure to send your artwork to Mr. McGinn at Jeff.McGinn@nbed.nb.ca. Artwork may be showcased in 

the weekly Bobcat Express and on our website.  
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French Language Arts 

Online activities: The SSMS French Immersion Team suggests the following online options. Students are invited to 

join their teacher and their classmates during their teacher’s office hours in the Teams site.  

 All SSMS students have a personal password providing them access to activities tailored to their level.  

 - A free program that reads books to students in French. https://boukili.ca/en. A dashboard keeps track 

of a student’s progress; geared for students in grades 6 and 7 late immersion.  

 Adapted for early and late immersion (Grades 6-8) https://jelis-free.rkpublishing.com/student  

Offline activities: There are several great options in the FI literacy grid this week, several with a cross-curricular focus. 

Students in late FI may want to choose four of the blue questions and students in early FI some of the green, too!  

lmagine que nous ayons 

soudainement perdu toute 

l'électricité, l'eau et le gaz pendant 

un mois. Écris comment ta vie 

changerait et comment tu 

survivrais. 

À ton avis, est-il important d'étudier 

l’histoire ? Justifie. 

Si les gens avaient YouTube dans les 

années 40, quel serait le sujet de 

leurs vidéos ? 

Virelangue 

Répète cette phrase de plus en 

vite, sans t’arrêter . 

Seize chaises sèchent. 

 

Devinette 

Qui donne des réponses mais ne 

parle pas ? 

 

Tu ne peux utiliser que 20 mots pour 

le reste de ta vie. Tu peux les répéter 

aussi souvent que tu le souhaites, 

mais tu ne peux utiliser que ces 

mots. Quels sont-ils ? 

Écris à propos du meilleur conseil 

que tu n’aies jamais reçu. 

Tu as la chance d'être invité(e) à 

participer à une série télévisée . De 

quelle série s'agit-il? Que se passe-t-il 

dans cet épisode précis ? 

Écris 5 choses que tu préfèrerais faire 

en ce moment au lieu de répondre 

à cette question ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news! The Canadian Parents for French NB is launching the Concours d’art oratoire 2020 ONLINE! It is on a 

voluntary basis. Students need to register before submitting their video. You can find all of the information on how 

to participate as well as rules and regulations on their website: https://www.cpfnb.org/concours-2018 

 

https://boukili.ca/en
https://boukili.ca/en
https://jelis-free.rkpublishing.com/student
https://jelis-free.rkpublishing.com/student
https://www.cpfnb.org/concours-2018


 

    Bobcat Photo and Art Gallery 
Below are some photos and artwork from last week. Please send pictures to bronwyn.tanner@nbed.nb.ca and 

artwork to Jeff.McGinn@nbed.nb.ca. Thank you!  

       
Joe B. designs his own city and bakes a French pastry that was part of the French Challenge last week. 

             
     Cameron C.’s project        Frog eggs found by           Happy Birthday,             Artwork by Nora L. 

                                                     Ms. de Bel-Air                           Brenna! 

     
Mia B. makes rock candy this past week and builds a beautiful                 Rebecca M.                    Lydia W.    

piece of furniture.  

          
            The McGinn family and Ms. Didelet and                             Zoe W.                    Mr. McGinn                 

                    Ms. de Bel-Air enjoy a hike.  
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Happening Online… 

                         

         

             

         

                 

          

              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SSMS Website           @SSMS_Bobcats 

Principal: Bronwyn Tanner (bronwyn.tanner@nbed.nb.ca)       Vice Principal: Avis Scott (avis.scott@nbed.nb.ca)  

      

Superstars! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


